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Dudley Funeral Home, one of Dublin’s oldest family
businesses, is a ‘Hub’ of local history. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DAHLIA ALLEN

Historic undertaking

From left: Alfred Pearson Sr., Carl Pearson and Alfred Pearson Jr.
make up Dudley Funeral Home’s current management. 
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unerals have changed in many ways since
1922 when Clayton and Katie Dudley with
their son Herbert Dudley founded C.D.
Dudley & Son Undertakers and Embalmers.

“Now, we operate on the needs of our
clients,” said Carl Pearson, director of client services for
Dudley Funeral Home. Pearson is the great-grandson of
Clayton and Katie Dudley and grandson of Herbert
Dudley, widely known by his nickname “Hub.”

In the decades after Clayton Dudley founded the
original funeral home, he expanded into other busi-
nesses based on the need for services to the African-
American community. One is the 30-acre Dudley
Memorial Cemetery on East Mary Street which received
its charter in 1934. 

Dudley went on to found the Laurens County
Casket Company that manufactured hand-crafted wood
and cloth caskets and the Laurens County Benevolent
Association that provided burial benefits for its mem-
bers in the 1930s. His Laborers-Mechanics Realty and
Investment Company, a bank that catered to black cus-
tomers, occupied part of the building. The bank vault’s
door remains in use in the funeral home.

In 1950, Hub Dudley’s wife, Mayme Ford Dudley,
became the first black woman in Georgia licensed by
the Georgia State Board of Funeral Service as a funeral
director. 

The funeral home remains a family affair. Pearson’s
father, Alfred Pearson Sr., is general manager and his
brother, Alfred Pearson Jr., is the funeral director. His
sisters, Ojetta Pearson and Dr. Herbertta Pearson-
Boone, are involved in the business as well. Pearson’s
wife Thomasenor Pearson, who also was one of the
owners, died in 2014.

The style in which people celebrate life and death is
increasingly diverse, Carl Pearson said.  “Used to, people
went to the church, heard the sermon, ate lunch and
went home,” he said. “Now, religious practices, family
and final situations all play into decisions.”

Funeral service programs often reflect the personal-
ity of the deceased, Pearson said. He showed off a pro-
gram decorated with Atlanta Falcons logos on each
page from a recent funeral. “We had one not long ago
where the family wanted pictures of cookbooks
because cooking was the lady’s hobby,” he said.

Another change in funerals involves the religious
beliefs of the family and the deceased. “Time was when
funeral services were Christian,” Pearson said. “In 2016,
we had Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim – all faiths.”

Pearson said that diversity plays a significant part,
adding, “If we’re going to serve people, we have to

observe their traditions.”
Cost and travel distance have contributed to

changes in funeral observances. Once virtually
unknown at Dudley Funeral Home, requests for crema-
tions have grown over the past two years and now
account for about 30 percent of the business, Pearson
said. He attributes the increased cremation requests to
calls for services for elderly people who have no family
here. 

Another growing trend is that of the family’s receiv-
ing guests for an hour or so before or after the service
rather than at a formal visitation in the days and
evenings before the funeral.  Changing this practice

Above: The funeral home is shown in 1966 with Jennie Ford Harris (Mayme
Dudley’s sister) and Alfred Pearson Sr. standing in front of a hearse. Top: The busi-
ness appears today as it did then at its original location facing East Jackson
Street. 
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saves travel time for the family and
transportation costs for the funeral
home.

“Often, the funeral is a family
reunion for people who see each
other only when a death occurs,”
Pearson said, “but airlines have cut
out bereavement fares. Having it all
on the same day lets people drive in
and drive back out.”

Local population growth has
impacted services as well. “We used
to know everybody in the county.
Now, we sometimes have to call 911
to get an address,” he said.

As the Pearsons deal with a
younger clientele, they are adapting
to different ways of interacting with

people. They added a funeral home
website in 2011 for posting obituar-
ies. 

Originally, the funeral home
used limousines to transport fami-
lies to funerals because most peo-
ple did not have cars, Pearson said.

“The future will be dictated by
the clientele,” he said. “We now have
a fleet of limousines in colors other
than black because sometimes fami-
lies choose a color scheme. It’s all
about specialization to make the
service more meaningful for people
celebrating life.”    

With a staff of 35 people,
Dudley Funeral Homes handles an
average of 25 funerals a month. Half
of the staff members are ministers
who can serve the spiritual needs of
clients who do not have a home
church. Telephone calls are
answered 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, Pearson said.

Dudley Funeral Home is located

at 617 East Jackson Street. The tele-
phone number is (478) 272-5511. 

The website address is
ServicesByDudley.com.
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Above, right: Director of Client Services Carl Pearson holds the framed funeral license of his grandmother, Dudley
Funeral Home founder Mayme Dudley. Left: A “funeral fan” on display from a service conducted in 1942. Below: The
vault used by a bank that shared the funeral home’s building in the 1930s remains in use today. 
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ne side of the post
card that advertised
the 1957 opening of
Dudley’s Motel and
Café proclaims, “for

discriminating Negroes.”  The other
side carries a photo that includes the
sign reading “colored.”

“The motel was open 24 hours a
day because it was the only place
between Macon and Savannah where
blacks could stop,” Alfred Pearson Sr.
said. 

Pearson’s in-laws, Herbert “Hub”
and Mayme Dudley owned and oper-
ated the motel and café that occupied
the one-story, white building with red
trim at 505 East Jackson. They lived in
the house next door. 

The motel boasted 12 units with
televisions, telephones, ceramic tile
baths and showers, safe electric heat,
modern oak furniture, acoustical ceil-
ings and tasteful decorations. The
king-sized unit with a living room and
two bedrooms was family friendly.
Further, Dudley’s Motel had the bless-
ing of the Dublin Chamber of
Commerce. 

Before opening the motel, the
Dudleys had welcomed guests in their
Truxton Street home, a boarding
house known as Dudley’s Guest House.
That building burned in the1980s.

Dudley’s Motel and Café rated a
listing in a travel guide titled “Go” as an
accommodation for blacks. Pearson,
who was an insurance agent,
described driving 60 or 70 miles to find
a place to eat a meal in a restaurant. 

“The café and motel was one of
the best services we could have pro-
vided,” he said.

But the business added a new role
during the Civil Rights Movement of
the 1960s.

“Black ministers gathered there
and strategized and planned sit-ins
and marches,” Pearson said. “It was a
safe house where people could gath-
er.”

East Jackson Street also is U.S.

Highway 80. Prior to the building of
Interstate 16, U.S. 80 was the main
artery for traffic between Macon and
Savannah.

Civil rights workers traveling
through Middle Georgia spent the
night at the motel and ate at the café.
The most famous guest stayed there in
1961 – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

O

The front of a postcard distributed in 1957 shows Dudley’s Motel and Café as it appeared just after it
opened. The back of the card (above, opposite) advertised the business as a segregation-era haven for
blacks looking for a place to stop along the road for food, restrooms and lodging. 
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Pearson and his wife Thomasenor had a
baby daughter, Ojetta, whom he took to meet
King. “Tensions were high. Thomasenor and
Mayme were scared to death that somebody
would shoot at us and hurt the baby,” he said.

Dr. William Blount of Atlanta, a member of
the extended Dudley family who worked at the

Opposite, top: The motel and café grew out of Dudley’s Funeral Home
(opposite, top as it appeared in 1934) and family boarding house on
Truxton Street. Bottom: The motel is no longer in operation, although
its repurposed buildings still remain on-site. 

motel and nearby gas station as a young man, remembers serving
King in the café and pumping gas into King’s car. 

High-profile guests such as the youthful Andrew Young who later
became mayor of Atlanta and then ambassador to the United Nations
often accompanied King. 

"That was always a stop because they had good food and you
could also catch up with all the politics in Georgia," Young said. "Those
were the times when you couldn't go to the bathroom everywhere,
so you sort of planned your stops."

He also valued the opportunity to spend time catching up with
Hub Dudley, who could fill him in on the latest local happenings relat-
ing to the civil rights movement - news that often went unreported
by most media. His knowledge of those current events, and familiarity
with the area, made him a great resource for civil rights figures as
much as any everyday traveler. 

"Here was a guy who ran a good business, who knew everybody
and who everybody respected his opinion, and everybody stopped
there to get it," Young said. "It was part of that southern grapevine
that Gladys Knight sings about… You got your information at - I hate
to call it a roadhouse, but that's probably what it was in those days - a
place where everybody on the road stopped. Whatever they needed,
he knew where to get it. And he'd tell you where to stop in the next
town, or whichever way you were going." 

Other travelers in the cause of civil rights who stopped at
Dudley’s Motel included Rev. Hosea Williams, Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, former Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson and his mother,
Irene Dobbs Jackson, who was a friend of Mayme Dudley.

“They would come through here undercover every three or four
months and have meetings here,” Blount said. 

Not all the well-known guests were in Dublin on serious business
however. Musician Little Richard stayed at the motel when he was in
town to perform at Dudley’s Retreat, a restaurant the Dudleys operat-
ed in the house on Truxton Street.

The Public Accommodations Act of 1964 did not come to Dublin
until the Holiday Inn opened in 1968, Pearson said. About that time,
the “colored” sign at Dudley’s Motel got a coat of paint, and white
guests began patronizing the motel. 

Dudley’s Motel and Café ceased operating in the 1980s. The
building still stands and just might serve as a reminder of the things
that did not happen in 1960s Dublin.

“Tension here was probably less than in lots of other cities
because people had a place to go,” Pearson said. 
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